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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 30-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The phrase "is optionally" renders the claims vague 
and indefinite, it is not clear what structure is encompassed by such language. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 28, 29, 31, 32, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hirose et al. (US Patent 4,955,471). 

With respect to claim 28, figures 1(a)-4 of Hirose et al. teaches an electrode 
material package 31 , comprising a support shaft 6 for supporting one or more rolls, 
each of which comprises a hollow cylindrical core 5 and wound layers of a continuous 
sheet wound 3 thereon, the support shaft passing through the hollow cylindrical core of 
the roll, a base plate 7 which extends from the support shaft to the extent larger than a 
radius of the roll, and which supports a whole side face of the wound layers of the 
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continuous sheet through a cushion material 18, an end plate 7 which extends from the 
support shaft to the extent larger than the radius of the roll, and which supports a whole 
side face of the wound layers of the continuous sheet through a cushion material, and 
presses the same toward the base plate, a cushion material, which is provided when 
two or more of the rolls are provided, and which is compressed between the whole side 
faces of the wound layers of adjacent rolls, and a cover 9 which covers the rolls 
supported on the support shaft, the thickness of the cushion materials in the longitudinal 
direction of the support shaft being selected, so that at least one space is formed, 
between the core of the roll and the base plate, between the core of the roll and the end 
plate, and between the cores of the adjacent rolls if two or more of the rolls are provided 
(see figure 4). 

With respect to claims 29 and 32, Hirose et al. teaches the cover is a transparent 
cover (see column 4, lines 23-22), which is connected to the peripheral edge of the 
base plate to seal the roll supported on the support shaft. 

With respect to claim 31 , Hirose et al. teaches the cushion material is provided 
with a cutout portion (the center portion). 

With respect to claim 34, figure 8(a) Hirose et al. teaches the package comprises 
a stand 25a. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
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5. Claims 30 and 33 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 14 July 2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Hirose et al. clearly shows at least one space is formed, between the core of the 
roll and the base plate, between the core of the roll and the end plate, and between the 
cores of the adjacent rolls if two or more of the rolls are provided. The cushion material 
forms the spaces. The cushion material does this by being in between: the end plate 
and the core of the roll on that end; the base plate and the core of the roll on that end; 
and the cores of each roll in the package. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Shown are packages analogous to applicant's instant invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOSE S. STEPHENS III whose telephone number is 
571-270-3797. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on 571-272-4562. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/J I LA M MOHANDESI/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3728 

JSS 

09/25/08 



